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Quote from a Confederate Chaplain  
 

Íf the death of Christ is a great mystery, his birth is a greater one. A great writer says: 

²In my wondering I can scarcely get past his cradle to wonder at his cross.³ I am not 

surprised that the birth of such a being was signalized by supernatural phenomena. If at 

his death the earth trembled, the veil of the temple was rent, and the sun refused to 

shine, we should not think it strange that at his birth a st ar rolled up the eastern sky and 

stood over his cradle, while a great multitude of the heavenly host sang, ²Glory to God in 

the highest!³µ 

 

Chaplain James Boardman Hawthorne  
21 st Alabama  Regiment  

 

     

 

 
Editorial  

  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplainsô Corps and Friends of the Cause: 

Greetings to each of our readers! Oh, how great was the incarnation of the eternal Son of 

God into human flesh. ñAnd without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 

was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 

Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into gloryò (1 Tim. 3:16). 

Christ Came and Conquered  
 

Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg  
 

The view that many moderns take of Christ is repulsive. They think of Him as a 

wishy-washy, namby-pamby, girly -sissy kind of person. Just consider most of the 

artistic renditions of Jesus Christ as an effeminate-sodomite type. This is really the 

image of antichrists!  

Let me give you another view of Christ Jesus. Please picture Him with a whip in His 

hand lashing out at the money changers in the temple or casting all His enemies finally 

into hellfire eternally. He is a sovereign King  ruling over the univers e. I do not see a 

picture of Him as some girly type of person. He came into this world meaning business 



 
 

for God the Father and not humanistic man. Peter Marshal declared with chagrin, ñWe 

have had enough of the emaciated Christ, the pale, anemic é Jesus.ò  

Misunderstandings of who Jesus is can be eternally harmful. Joseph was told ñcall 

his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.ò Jesus said, ñFor the Son of 

man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.ò Jesus came ñthat through death he 

might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.ò Here is a conqueror!  

Please consider with me the great victorious conqueror on the white horse (Rev. 

6:2). John the Revelator testified about what he saw on the isle called Patmos. 

Interpreters have been extreme in their differences as to the identity of the rider on the 

white horse. Has John given us any help in identifying who this rider represents? John 

seems to tell us it is the person known as ñThe Word of GodòðñAnd I saw heaven 

opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 

True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make warò (Rev. 19:11 see 12-16). On this 

riderôs vesture was this name, ñKING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.ò 

Please consider Johnôs testimony as to what he sawðñAnd I saw, and behold a white 

horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went 

forth conquering, and to conquerò (Rev. 6:2). John saw a horse that was white, and it 

had a rider. He saw a bow in the hand of that rider; he saw a crown upon the head of the 

rider; and he saw the rider going forth conquering and to conquer. These observations 

that the Holy Spirit led John to record for us point to a great conquest over all the earth 

of the Rider. Is this victory accomplished through the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 

which is the power of God unto salvation by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit? 

Remember the words of the prophet, ñFor the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of 

the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the seaò (Hab. 2:14). The water of the Word 

will sweep all before it and accomplish the purpose of God who sent it! The church is 

sanctified and cleansed with the washing of water by the word (Eph. 5:26).  

Philip  Mauro  reminded us: ñAnd the indisputable fact is é that of all the influences 

that have combined to shape the character of Western civilization, and to control the 

course of human affairs from the beginning of the age until now, the most potent by far 

has been, and yet is, THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.ò He observed a bit later: ñFor 

Christianity is very far from being a failure, as some like to think it; nor has the energy 

with which it was launched into the tumultuous sea of the nations been dissipated; for it 

is energized by the Spirit of God. Nor is there any possibility of failure here; for the 

white horse rider went forth winning victories everywhere at the beginning, and with the 

certainty also of a complete triumph at the endðóconquering, and to conquer.ôò 

(1) John saw a horse . The horse is used in a symbolic way in the Old Testament 

as well as in the New Testament. The horse is the consummate symbol of strength, 

mobility,  and power for conquest (Job 39:18-25). The horse is the animal that is 

associated with victory and dominion. Jeremiah asked a question: ñhow canst thou 



 
 

contend with horsesò (Jer. 12:5) and the answer is you cannot. ñHis horses are swifter 

than eaglesò which describes the symbol of a rapid strike (Jer. 4:13). One writer 

concluded, ñthe horse fitly symbolizes that form of spiritual vitality and power that 

sustains, energizes, and carries forward, despite all that opposes, a great spiritual 

movement, whether good or evil. Especially does it typify strength and courage for 

conflict.ò Zechariah noted, ñThe LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the house of Judah, 

and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battleò (Zech. 10:3). The horse in the 

Bible is very symbolic. James Durham (1660) remarked that, ñby a horse and his rider, 

is understood in Scripture amongst the prophets some dispensation of the Lord é 

brought about mediately by the ministry of angels or men, or immediately by God 

Himself.ò The dispensation of God was compared to horses and riders, and to 

paraphrase Durham, this was  

¶ to let us see His sovereignty, who commands all good or evil among kings and 

men to do His will,  

¶ to show how speedy, swift,  and irresistible is whatever dispensation the Lord 

sends,  

¶ to show that all events are dependent upon the Lordôs dominion.  

He orders and guides the events of life as a rider orders and guides a horse by the bridle. 

The events in this world are thus not running forth as an uncontrolled wild horse.  

(2) John identified the color of this horse . The horse was ñwhiteò and ñwhiteò 

when used in Revelation speaks of heavenly matters (1:14; 2:17; 3:4-5; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9, 13; 

14:14; 19:11, 14; 20:11). The color of this horse was evidently a very distinguishing aspect 

of the animal which had special meaning. A white horse was associated with a purity or 

righteousness in taking dominion. ñIn righteousness He doth judge and make warò (Rev. 

19:11). In ancient times the white horse was considered stately and triumphant (like the 

best man winning). Such horses were ridden by conquerors in the march of triumph into 

the city. The white horse was also pictured as the going forth of the victorious gospel.  

¶ It pictured the dispatched and well -ordered preaching of the gospel. The horse and 

rider are sent as the Holy Spirit sends out gospel preachers (Acts 16).  

¶ It showed that the success of the gospel was not left to guess. It was sent with a 

purpose (Isa. 55:10 f.; 2 Cor. 2:14). 

¶ The gospel is a mighty conqueror when Christ empowers it and commissions it (2 

Cor. 10:4).  

¶ The very purpose of the horse and its rider is to ride down the enemy and subdue 

him, even so the gospelôs great end is to subdue souls and bring them under 

subjection to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). In the end Christôs arrows pierce the heart (Eph. 

4:8; Ps. 68:18).  

¶ The gospel conquers wherever it goes with divine application. The mounted Christ 

is the conquering Christ.  



 
 

This passage of Scripture (Rev. 6:2) is filled with symbols of victory.  

(3) John saw the rider of the horse . This was ñHe that sat upon him.ò Here is 

the Lord Jesus who rides to victory. Wm. Hendriksen stated: ñOur Lord Jesus Christ is 

conquering now; that is, throughout this present dispensation His cause is going 

forward, for He is exercising both His spiritual and His universal kingship. By m eans of 

the Word (Gospel, Matt. 24:14) and the Spirit, the testimonies and the tears of His 

disciples, His own intercession and their prayers, the angels of heaven and the armies 

on earth, the trumpets of judgment and the bowls of wrath, our Lord is riding  forth 

victoriously, conquering and to conquer.ò The Word of the Lamb which is also the 

Sword of the Spirit shall be an instrument of victory. The Bible throws much light on 

this theme (Ps. 45:1-8; Dan. 7:13-14, 18; Ps. 2; 110). Some of those to whom John wrote 

could not understand, as many now do not understand, why God permitted them to 

suffer. Johnôs message is intended to be a support; not, indeed, by removing present 

troubles, but by declaring the final victory. The Lordôs church is the victorious body of 

Christ that is astride this horse with Christ. It is through the victory of Christ that the 

church collectively and Christians individually are made to triumph. Revelation begins 

and closes with the assurance of victory.  

This is illustrated when the Confederate army withdrew after Gettysburg. Gen. R. E. 

Lee wrote to President Jefferson Davis, ñWe must expect reverses, even defeats, They 

are sent to teach us wisdom and prudence, to call forth greater energies, and to prevent 

our falling into greater dis asters.ò This was profoundly true in Johnôs day and ours. 

Afflictions may come and troubles may seem to be overwhelming; shall we be 

overwhelmed by them? ñNay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

Him that loved usò (Rom. 8:37).  

(4) Joh n saw a bow in the hand of the rider . The rider ñhad a bow.ò This was 

a weapon of war and therefore symbolic of war. It was an offensive weapon. The 

preached word is an offensive spiritual weapon often pictured as a sword but here as a 

bow, and the bow symbolized an effective weapon. The bow was a long-range weapon, 

which could strike at great distances for that age. It was a symbol of the power to make 

war. This weapon was used figuratively of Godôs striking power (Deut. 32:26, 42; 2 

Kings 13:17; Lam. 2:4; Ps. 18:14; 45:4; 77:17; Job 6:4). Dr. John Gill explained that ñthe 

bow is the word of the gospel, and the arrows the doctrines of it.ò The bow symbolizes 

that which sends forth the message of the Word of God to its mark. This is a symbol of 

the preaching of the gospel.  

(5) John saw a crown being given to the rider . What is meant by ña crown 

was given unto Him?ò Here is a picture of sovereignty gained by victory. Our Lord Jesus 

was sovereign via His divinity and through the incarnation He won sovereignty as well. 

This was the victory crown (stejanoV, stephanos). ñAnd every man that striveth for the 

mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we 



 
 

an incorruptibleò (1 Cor. 9:25). Paul used this in referring to victors in the Greek games. 

The saints in heaven were viewed as victors (Rev. 4:4, 10; 2 Tim. 4:8). The crown was 

the consummate symbol of the victory of conquest for it was given to the conqueror in 

war. The gospel of Christ, the rider on the white horse, has conquered (14:14). John said 

this crown ñwas givenò to the rider signifying His prospective victory. This indicates that 

there is a conquest that He is going to make and not one in the past. Thus, we have the 

revelation of victory in advance. We do not know who gave the crown.  

(6) John saw the victorious rider . John wrote, ñHe went forth conquering and 

to conquer.ò Jesus Christ is the ultimate conqueror (John 16:33; Rev. 3:21; 5:5; 6:2). He 

is truly ñthe conquering Christ.ò This phrase (ñwent forthò) asserts that Christ was 

convinced of His victory. Christ will conquer from heaven till all enemy activity is 

vanquished (1 Cor. 15:24-25). The last victory is over death, hell, and the grave (Rev. 

20:14; 1 Cor. 15:54-55). This last phrase seems to be proof positive that Christ is the 

victorious rider on the white horse.  

CONCLUSION : 

The words on the conquering Christôs victory were to be a comfort to the suffering saints 

to whom John was writing. In Revelation 5:5 we are told that Christ had conquered in 

the past for He once and for all purchased redemption. In Revelation 6:2 we are told 

that the rider on the white horse had a crown of victory given Him and He went forth 

conquering and to conquer which is presently  going on. He is conquering in this present 

age by pressing His truth in the gospel through various means and He subsequently will 

make His enemies His footstool. In Revelation 19:11-13 this one is sitting on a white 

horse to judge and war which means He will conquer in the future  on the Day of 

Judgment. 

The One who turned the supposed defeat at Calvary into Victory will never be 

defeated. Our text (Rev. 6:2) pictured Christ with all kinds of victory emblems: His 

riding a white horse, His carrying a bow,  His wearing a crown, and His declaring His 

victory (ñconquering and to conquerò). This is answered prayer: ñI will declare the 

decree: the LORD has said unto me, You are my Son; this day have I begotten You. Ask of 

Me, and I shall give You the heathen for Your inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 

earth for Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them 

in pieces like a potterôs vesselé. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and you perish from the 

wayò (Ps. 2:7-9, 12). Christ came and conquered! Is your knee bowed to the victorious 

King? 
 

 

     



 
 

 

This issue contains our Chaplain-in-Chiefôs message on Our Ancestors Honored God At 
Thanksgiving. Your editor has provided his editorial on Christ Came and Conquered 
and another installment on the biography of Chaplain J. William Jones, Part VI . 
Assistant editor, Mark Evans, has written an article entitled ñFor unto Us a Child is 
Born .ò Also, an article on I Can Hold My Ground: John Pelham  by John Huffman.  This 
issue, as usual, includes A Confederate Sermon submitted by Kenneth Studdard 
preached by Rev. Stephen Elliott , which is titled John the Baptist . Our Book Review by 
the editor is Jackson and the Preachers. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Editor H. Rondel Rumburg  

  

[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplainsô Corps or others who would like to 

receive this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also, feel free to 

send copies of this journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to 

“unsubscribe” please e-mail the editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 

 

´The germ of patriotism is the love of home.µ L. L. Knight 
 

´A defeat on principle is not an overthrow, while a victory by 

compromise is a defeat.µ John C. Calhoun  
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THE CHAPLAIN -IN -CHIEF'S MESSAGE 
Dr. Herman White  

 

The Chaplain -in -Chiefôs Message: 

I greet you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ who loved us and gave himself for us.  I 

trust you all are faring as well as possible during this unconstitutional de facto 

declaration of martial law.  Thank God we have another judge on the Supreme Court 

that believes the Constitution and the laws mean what is said.  I trust you will have a 

blessed Christmas, and a safe from the government New Year in 2021.  God bless! 

Good Tidings  

Luke 2:10 , ñAnd the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring 

you  good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.ò 

I have no doubt that most of us are familiar with the story of the birth of Jesus in the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem.  The same I believe would be true relative to the 

appearance of the angel of the Lord to the shepherds out in the fields keeping watch over 

their flocks.  The angel of the Lord told them to not be afraid, for he had tidings of great 

joy for them, as well as all people.  So, let us consider these tidings of great joy.   

I . Prophecies from Ancient Times Were Fulfilled.  

1. It had been about four thousand years since the fall of man, and the first promise of a 

Saviour that was made to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:15.   

2. We know that it had been 42 generations since the promise was made to the patriarch 

Abraham.  For Matthew 1:17 tells us, ñSo all the generations from Abraham to David are 

14 generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are 14 generations; 

and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ ar e 14 generations.ò  Therefore, in 

essence, close to 2,000 years passed from Abraham to the birth of Jesus. 

II. Their Hope Was Now A Reality!  

Not only was the announcement made to the shepherds, but others as well.  When the 

announcement was made to the shepherds, they rushed to Bethlehem ñAnd found Mary, 

and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  And when they had seen it, they made 

known abroad the saying which was told the (by the angel) concerning this child,ò (Luke 

2:16 & 17).   



 
 

But there were other witnesses to the reality of the birth of the promised Saviour.  For in 

Luke 2:25 to 35 we read the story of Simeon.  It was revealed to this saint of God that he 

would not die ñBefore he had seen the Lordôs Christ,ò (v26); and he came by the Spirit 

into the  temple.ò  And while he was there Mary and Joseph brought Jesus in to be 

circumcised according to the Mosaic Law.  And Simeon not only got to hold the baby 

Jesus in his arms; but the Holy Ghost also used him to foretell that Jesus would bring 

about the rise and fall of many in Israel.  He also foretold in verse 35 the pain that 

ultimately Mary would suffer.  

And then there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher, (Luke 2:36) that came at the same time as Simeon.  And when she left, ñAnd 

spake of Him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem, (Luke 2:38b).  

III. The Saviour (Salvation) Was Now A Reality!  

1. John the Baptist bore witness of Him in the Gospel according the Apostle John 

chapter 1:15 to 36.  After bearing witness about the promised Christ, in verse 36 we read, 

ñAnd looking upon Jesus as He walked, he (John) saith, Behold the Lamb of God!ò   

2. The Apostle John wrote in John 1:4a, ñAnd the Light shineth in darkness.ò  And John 

the Baptist said in John 1:9, ñThat was the true Light, which ligheth every man that 

cometh into the world.ò 

Jesus was indeed the fulfillment of all that had been foretold, and the message to these 

shepherds was indeed ñGood tidings. òFor the Saviour paid the sin debt that we owed, 

but we could not possibly pay; but Jesusô death on the cross did not end there.  Oh no!  

For, praise God, on resurrection morning Jesus came forth alive forevermore; and 

through Him we have forgiveness of sins, and deliverance from sin and its power.  For 

we are told in Philippians 4:13, ñI can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 

me.ò 

May we join the shepherds in rejoicing because of the good tidings that the angel of the 

Lord brought!  

Rev. Dr. W. Herman White  

Chaplain -in -Chief  

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Chaplain J. William Jones  

´The Fighting Parsonµ 
(1836-1909)  

13th  Virginia Infantry &  

Missionary Chaplain at Large for the Third Corps  

© 2005 SBSS 
 

By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

Part VI  
 

Chapter 4 

Second Year of the War (1)  

 Chaplain J. Wm. Jones ministered to the men in the hospitals, in the camps and 

in the chapel of the Thirteenth Virginia and upon request from other chaplains he 

preached in other regiments to assist other chaplains in the winter of 1861 to 1862. This 

first  winter of the war was described in the following words:  rain, snow, sleet, fog, and 

mud. Roads became impassable. Heavy objects would sink out of sight in the mire. The 

weather that first winter was considered ñmiserable.ò The soldiers lived with the weather 

and were directly affected by it. Worn out shoes, a lack of heavy garments and 

insufficient food greatly impacted their health , though many of them persevered in spite 

of these problems, as good soldiers do. Shortages increased as the years of the war 

continued. Chaplains were mindful of these needs and the morale of the men to whom 

they ministered.  

 Winter usually presented the soldiers with less fighting against the Federals to 

more fighting against the elements. Winter quarters offered chaplains time t o 



 
 

concentrate on the spiritual needs of the men. During lulls in regular duty the men gave 

into their interests whether good or bad. Gambling and other vices were problems as 

was noted earlier. Also, men hungered for literature of all kinds. Bibles, newspapers, 

books, tracts, letters and other reading matter were in great demand. 

 Early in January 1862, the Thirteenth Virginia commenced the construction of 

log huts to shield them from winter weather.  The logs to construct these quarters were 

carried by the men on their shoulders for half a mile.  The task was essentially complete 

by January 20th, and the men occupied their 14 feet by 14 feet cabins. Eight men 

occupied each cabin.1 The construction of their chapel has been discussed. 

 The army was reorganized during this winter. Colonel A. P. Hill, whom Chaplain 

Jones considered a good friend, was commander of the Thirteenth Virginia Infantry, but 

he was moved up in the ANV. On February 26, 1862 Hill was promoted to Brigadier 

General. This was the regiment Hill f irst trained under the command of  Thomas J. 

Jackson; this regiment was described by General Lee as ñone of the best regiments I ever 

saw in the field.ò That was high praise. J. William Jones wrote of this promotion as 

being ñwell deserved.ò Hill, who reluctantly departed from the Thirteenth Virginia, was 

placed over the old brigade of Longstreet.2 

 The new replacement for Hill was James Alexander Walker3 who moved up from 

second in command to the command of the Thirteenth Virginia  on April 15, 1862. 

Walker was fair, but demanding; he required that his men do their duty.  The new 

Conscription Act called for the election of officers, and strong disciplinarians were often 

passed by, but on April 23 -26 the ballots of the Thirteenth Virginia were cast and 

Walker was still colonel.4 

 On March 9th Chaplain Jones and the Thirteenth Virginia left winter quarters , 

evacuating the Manassas line, and marched to Bealeton Station and then crossed the 
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being a desperate warrior. He became Brig. General on May 15, 1863, ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΦ IŜ 
was wounded in the left arm at Spotsylvania Court House on May 12, 1864. He commanded until Appomattox on 
April 9, 1865. 
4
 Riggs, 11 



 
 

Rappahannock on the 11th with the rest of General Richard S. Ewellôs division. This 

division was left to defend central Virginia and/or go to the aid of ñStonewallò Jackson 

who was in the Valley. Ewellôs division was to guard the railroad bridge at 

Rappahannock Station. Ewell established headquarters at Brandy.5 Walkerôs regiment 

was sent back across the Rappahannock on the 21st, and the unit did picket duty and 

destroyed railroad property until the 27 th when the enemy showed up in force. Ewellôs 

men under Walker crossed the Rappahannock again and burned the bridge leaving the 

enemy stranded.6 Chaplain Jones and his fellow soldiers were certainly getting their 

exercise. 

 During this kind of movement, the chaplain was put to the test. Jones, as was his 

nature, made himself useful and applied himself to the situation seeking to glorify Chr ist 

in all he did. In addition to caring for souls , Jones had the task of caring for wounded 

and sick men, visiting them in their sickness and recovery, burying those who died, 

recruiting chaplains, and pointing men to Christ before their execution for mili tary 

crimes. 

 ñStonewallò Jackson commanded Ewell on the 27th to bring his division to Swift 

Run Gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
 

Johnston had advised Jackson, if he must fall back, to go to Swift Run Gap. He 

authorized Jackson to summon Ewell to his aid, and he conceived the two as uniting 

on top of the Blue Ridge to keep Banks from overflowing the Valley in such a way as 

to threaten Richmond from the northwest while Johnston himself was defending it 

from the southeast.7 
  

Ewell left a token force to guard the Rappahannock line and proceeded to march his 

division until they crossed the Blue Ridge. Ewellôs encampment was located at Elk Run 

at the foot of Swift Run Gap. Jackson called in Ewell. Then Lee had Ewell report to him 

on the April 30 th and Ewell related that he had just returned from an interview with 

Jackson. Ewellôs division took the position that Jackson had held, as Jacksonôs force 

advanced to Staunton, and the enemy in blue, under General Banks, was held in check. 

 Ewell moved his headquarters to Conradôs Store on the western side of the Blue 

Ridge. Here his stay was one of frustration. Ewell was under Jacksonôs command, 

Johnstonôs command, and under Lee who was the military adviser of President Davis. 

He wanted to be fighting, but was forced to inactivity , waiting for orders to move out. He 

waited for two weeks. 
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 The lull in activity gave opportunity to Chaplain Jones to reestablish  worship  

services, Bible studies, prayer meetings and other facets of the chaplainôs ministry.  Such 

times were very active for Jones. These were the times of focusing the minds of men on 

their spiritual needs  in view of pending death in battle for many . 

 On May 13th Johnston instructed Ewell to unite with Jackson in attacking Banks. 

On the 14th Jackson directed Ewell to follow Banksô move toward Fredericksburg and 

break up the Manassas Gap Railroad. The division was moving down Page Valley toward 

Luray. 

 On the Lordôs Day, May 18th, General Ewell met General Jackson (whom he had 

previously described as crazy as a March hare), after a night and day of travel, at Mossy 

Creek.8 Jackson invited Ewell to breakfast, and then they attended public worship at the 

camp of the Twelfth Georgia Infantry. Ewell had a fifty mile ride ahead of him. He 

reached Fisherôs Gap late.9 By May 20th the battle to come was taking shape. Jacksonôs 

forces were marching toward New Market. Ewell met Jackson again just above New 

Market.  They were ironing out problem areas. By the 21st the two armies were headed to 

Front Royal. 

 Chaplain Jones and the Thirteenth Virginia camped the night of May 22 nd, nearer 

their objective. Jones was preparing his congregation for battle and, of course, some of 

his hearers were being prepared for eternity. Jones related, ñAh! I can recall é not a few 

bright faces who used to join in those precious meetings, who were soon after striking 

golden harps as they joined the celestial choir.ò10   

 Jacksonôs men drove the Federals out of Front Royal, but Walker and the 

Thirteenth Virginia were in a supporting role.  The night of the 23 rd of May they camped 

a few miles out of town on the road to Winchester. Jackson won the victory on the 23rd 

and Banksô army was placed in imminent danger. The Thirteenth Virginia was in reserve 

on the 24th, but were very tired from rapid movement as they chased the Federal army, 

and they camped that night at Stephensonôs Depot. Ewellôs division, of which the 

Thirteenth Virginia was a part,  continued to  pursue Banks to Winchester.11 

 Jones was to write about the meetings they had in the vicinity of Winchester and 

Strasburg: 
 

I recollect that we had very large congregations at Winchester, after Banks had been 

driven across the Potomac, on the call of our Christian leader [referring to Jackson] 

to the ñthanksgivingò service when he was accustomed to appoint after each 
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victoryðthat we had a very large gathering at Strasburg, while Ewellôs Division was 

in line of battle to keep back Fremont until all of Jacksonôs troops could pass the 

threatened pointðand that on that whole campaign I never found the men too 

weary to assemble promptly for the evening service. Indeed, we accustomed 

ourselves to make sermons on the march to preach when we should go into bivouac 

in the evening, and, while in some respects it was sermonizing under difficulties, I 

doubt if we ever made better sermons than under the inspiration of the 

circumstances which surrounded us and the consciousness that we were preparing 

to deliver the last message of salvation which many of those brave fellows would 

ever hear.12 
 

 Jackson and Ewellôs forces were closing in on and frightening Washington D.C.  

The Thirteenth Virginia marched almost to Charles Town on the 28 th and came within 

sight of Harpers Ferry (the place where they had been trained) the next day. On the 29th 

Jackson ordered a withdrawal toward Winch ester and camped within a few miles of 

Strasburg where Jones reminded us of the gathering for preaching. Ewellôs division was 

assigned the task of punching through Fremontôs troops near Strasburg on June 1st and 

this was done with ease. A long march began on June 2nd, and the Thirteenth Virginia 

served as rear guard, and they pressed toward Port Republic on the 6th, and they bated 

Fremont on the 7th, but he would not attack.13 The division occupied a prominent ridge 

near Cross Keys on June 8th as a creek fronted them and a wooded area covered both 

flanks. On the morning of the battle , Elzey ordered Walker to take the Thirteenth 

Virginia and Twenty -fifth  Virginia to their right to prevent the Federals from turning 

their flank.  

 Jones described the work of the ministry in which he was involved just before the 

Battle of Cross Keys: 
 

 The morning of the battle of Cross Keys a large part of Elzeyôs Brigade assembled 

at half -past seven A.M. to hear a sermon from the efficient chaplain of the Twenty -

fi fth Virginia Regiment (my honored brother, Dr. George B. Taylor), who, being 

satisfied that a battle was imminent, determined to deliver one more message for his 

Master. 

 In the midst of his sermon the preacher was interrupted by the colonel of his 

regiment, who told him that the enemy was advancing and the battle about to open. 
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Soon the shock of battle succeeded the invitations of the Gospel, and men were 

summoned from that season of worship into the presence of their Judge.14 
 

Walker posted the Thirteenth and Twenty-fifth Virginia under cover of the Ever house 

and barn. Both infantry units were hit almost simultaneously. The Thirteenth Virginia 

faced three enemy cannon supported by three regiments that were about 400 yards 

away. They wavered a moment and then began to press the enemy. Their firings drove 

the enemy from the artillery on two occasions, but soon the big guns would begin to seek 

their destruction. Ewellôs men repulsed Fremont, and Walker was commanded to hold 

his position , and at sunset they were moved to Ewellôs left. The Thirteenth Virginia 

returned to camp about 10:00 P.M. 15 After the battle Jones had 14 wounded men to care 

for and two had been killed. The Thirteenth Virginia had acquitted itself quite well.  

 Early the morning of June 9 th, Ewellôs division hurried toward Port Republic 

where they joined Jackson in doing battle with Shields. In this battle , the Thirteenth 

Virginia fought on terrain so steep that the men piled rocks to keep from rolling down 

the hill that night while they slept, and a rainstorm added to their misery.  The 10 th was 

a rest day for the Thirteenth Virginia, which was followed by picket duty near Port 

Republic on June 11th.16 The Thirteenth Virginia moved on the 12 th of June to Weyerôs 

Cave.  General Jackson set aside June 13th for prayer and rest. Chaplain Jones fills us in 

on events just after Port Republic to the Seven Days Battle and then the Battle of Cold 

Harbor:  
 

After the battle of Port Republic, while we were resting in the beautiful valley 

preparatory to marching to ñSeven Days around Richmond,ò we had some delightful 

meetings, and on the march we had frequent seasons of worship.  I preached in a 

grove near Louisa Court House [his home town], and again at Ashland, I well 

remember é deeply interested congregations, and as I mingled among our wounded 

at Cold Harbor (where on the 27th of June, 1862, my regiment, the Thirteenth 

Virginia, carried into action 306 men and lost 175, killed and wounded), I found a 

number who referred to those meetings and expressed themselves as deeply affected 

by them.17 
 

What a sad time for Chaplain Jones with so many compatriots to bury, and so many 

mangled men to visit. The visitation of the sick offered an opportunity to get close to 
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men for their good and Christôs sake. Jones reflected on this time and that which 

followed at Cold Harbor and Gainesô Mill: 
 

I remember that, remaining for a season with the wounded in the field hospitals 

after Cold Harbor and Gainesôs Mill, I rejoined the command just after the line of 

battle was formed in front  of General McClellanôs position at Harrisonôs Landing 

(Westover), and General Ewell said to me pleasantly: ñI have not seen you 

preaching, or heard the songs of your prayer-meetings for several days, and I have 

missed them.ò I explained that I had been back in our hospitals looking after our 

wounded, and that my regiment had more men back there than in front just the n, 

but that I was going to have a service as soon as I could assemble the men. And so 

we soon had a very tender, precious service in full hearing of the enemyôs lines.18 
 

Chaplain Jones was a faithful servant of the Lord. His presence and ministry obviously 

was missed by his division commander. Ewellôs profession of faith in Christ was 

definitely connected with Jacksonôs testimony, but we should not sell short the impact of 

the ministry of Chaplain Jones  who was faithful to his task planting precious seed.  

Jones ministered the Word within hearing of the enemy.  
 

 

 
 

´For unto Us a Child is Bornµ 
(Isaiah 9:6)  

Mark W. Evans 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief 

 

     Before the War of Northern Aggression the South was spared from the anti-Christian 

philosophies permeating the Northland.  Dixie's preachers proclaimed the old Gospel about the 

One who was born in Bethlehem, gave Himself a sacrifice for sinners, and arose from the dead.  

It is true that there were many nominal Christians crowding the churches and hardened sinners 

were plentiful.  Yet, when war came, many turned to the Lord.  As grim as the struggle was, a 

blessing of God emerged that will last for eternity.  The power and love of Christ brought a 

spiritual harvest which made Dixie the Bible Belt.       

     The war summoned our relatives to the duty of protecting their homes, families, State, and 

country.  They fought for their Constitutional and God-given right to govern themselves.  In 

time, it became apparent that the war would be fierce and long lasting.  Superficial chaplains 

who signed up for the excitement and adventure soon lost interest.  True servants of the Lord saw 
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their duty to enter the struggle for the sake of eternal souls.  They gave up their pastorates, their 

comfortable homes, salaries, and security.  Preachers, missionaries, evangelists, colporteurs, and 

many dedicated Christian laymen dedicated themselves to the work of proclaiming the Gospel. 

These fervent, earnest servants of the Lord rejoiced to see a God-given revival.  The spiritual 

harvest was immense.  Tens of thousands fell before the One who had a feeding trough for a crib, 

endured the miseries of this life, suffered untold agonies on the cross, entered the tomb for three 

days, and arose in eternal victory.   

     Those who had a part in this spiritual awakening give the best testimony of its value.  When 

Chaplain B. T. Lacy told General Robert E. Lee of the prayers of the chaplains for him, tears 

came to his eyes as he said: "Please thank them for that, sir -- I warmly appreciate it.  And I can 

only say that I am nothing but a poor sinner, trusting in Christ alone for salvation, and need all of 

the prayers they can offer for me" [Christ in the Camp, p. 50]. After the war, Chaplain J. William 

Jones recorded his assessment of his friend and hero:  "If I have ever come in contact with a 

sincere, devout Christian -- one who, seeing himself a sinner, trusted alone in the merits of Christ 

-- who humbly tried to walk the path of duty, 'looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 

faith,' and whose piety was constantly exemplified in his daily life, that man was the world's 

great soldier, and model man, Robert Edward Lee" [Life and Letters of Lee, p. 473]. 

      The same Redeemer who saved and sustained generals, was the "all sufficient" Savior for 

countless Confederate warriors of all ranks:  For example, T. S. Chandler, of the Sixth South 

Carolina Regiment, while dying said:  "Tell my mother that I am lying without hope of recovery.  

I have stood before the enemy fighting in a great and glorious cause and have fallen.  My hope is 

in Christ for whose sake I hope to be saved.  Tell her that she and my brother cannot see me 

again on earth, but they can meet me in heaven" [Christ in the Camp, p. 417].  

     Captain Thomas O. Byrd, of the Fourth Mississippi Regiment, wrote in a letter:  "I have 

prayers in my tent every night with the boys, and assist others to take up the Cross.  I have just 

had prayers with some wild young men who are now engaged in singing with much zest and 

feeling.  Oh, what a field is open here!  Fare is rough, but gladly would I live thus for life for 

Christ's sake and the good of man.  I have gained a great victory today.  I believe God will bless 

this work.  I feel His love burn in my heart while I write.  I know God will bless my labors if you 

and Sister _____ and the children will pray for me" [Christ in the Camp, p. 419]. 

     A dying soldier from Spartanburg, SC, Francis M. Bobo, testified:  "I would not take ten 

thousand worlds for my prospect of heaven!"  Another soldier from Georgia, said, "If I die in the 

hospital or fall in battle, weep not for me -- all will be well" [Christ in the Camp, p. 418]. 

     Such is the Savior who came into the world to give Himself a sacrifice on Calvary's cross.  

The Gospel that brought many of our relatives through the awful storm of war, is still "the power 

of God unto salvation."  Christ never told a lie.  There is no deceit in His mouth.  He said, "If the 

Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed" (John 8:36).  
 

 



 
 

 
 

The Bible given by Belle Boyd to John Pelham on display. 
The little book beside it is "Hymns for the Camp."  

 

Í Can Hold My Ground µ 
John Pelham  

 

By John Huffman  
[Mighty Men Herald ς October of 2020] 

 

 The sun dawned slowly upon a grim scene.  It was December 13, 1862.  The rising 

sun painted the fog of the Rappahannock River a ghastly red, foreshadowing the bloody 

day that was to come.  Lee was up early, surveying the scene from the top of Maryeôs 

Heights.  Across the river, on the other side, Northern Generals were peering toward 

Leeôs position, hoping to drive the Confederates from those hills and fulfill Burnsideôs 

promise of celebrating Christmas in Richmond.  

 As the morning wore on, the fog began to burn away under the influence of the 

rising sun.  The lifting fog revealed to the Confederate commanders the surging ranks of 

the Federal infantry, forming for a massive attack on the Confederate right.  From their 

post of observation, James Longstreet turned to Stonewall Jackson and asked, ñWhat 

are you going to do with all those people over there?ò 

Jackson answered firmly as he mounted his horse, ñSir, we will give them the 

bayonet.ò 

After Jackson had ridden back to his command, he ordered JEB Stuart to deploy his 

horse artillery against the advancing enemy in order to slow the Federal advance.  Stuart 

told John Pelham, his young artillery of ficer, to prepare for action.  



 
 

Pelham had proven himself faithful before.  In the battles around Richmond, earlier 

that spring, Pelham had earned the confidence of Stuart and the admiration of Jackson 

for his ability to maneuver his light artillery with pre cision and accuracy.  Jackson had 

famously declared, ñIf I had a Pelham on each flank, I could whip the world.ò  He had 

gone on to ask Stuart, ñIf you have another Pelham, send him to me.ò 

Today would be Pelhamôs greatest test.  Pelham selected two cannons for the task at 

hand, a Blakely rifle and a twelve-pound Napoleon.  Stuartôs troopers cheered as Pelham 

boldly led his small detachment forward to slow the Federal advance.  At a crossroads in 

the front of the Confederate position, Pelham unlimbered his guns and opened on the 

Federal lines with solid shot. 

The accurate fire sent shock and confusion into the Federal infantry.  Pelham had an 

ideal position from which he could enfilade the Union lines.  Each cannonball went 

bouncing along its path of destruction, tearing off arms, legs, and heads as it cut a path 

right through the enemy lines.  He was fighting an entire division of infantry with only 

two guns. 

For only a few terrific minutes did Pelham enjoy the thrill of surprise.  On the hills 

beyond the river lay the Union artillery.  Soon, the Union guns had found their range 

and were returning fire against Pelhamôs exposed position.  It was a terrible counter fire 

from the Northern hills.  Pelhamôs Blakely rifle was quickly put out of service by an 

exploding shell. 

Undaunted, Pelham ordered his men to return doubled fire from his one remaining 

cannon.  Thirty -two pieces of heavy Union artillery were now bombarding his position 

with savage fury, but Pelham calmly continued his work against the Federal infantry, 

buying Jackson precious time to meet the infantry attack.  

JEB Stuart, anxious for Pelhamôs safety, sent a courier galloping forward with the 

message that he had already succeeded in his mission and that he could withdraw his 

gun.  Pelham sent the same courier galloping back with his reply, ñTell the General I can 

hold my ground.ò 

Both sides watched in awe as the young artillery officer continued his fight.  His 

men were dropping all around him.  When one of the key artillerists was cut down by 

Union fire, Pelham himself filled the fallen soldierôs post and worked the gun with his 

own hands.  Again, Stuart sent a message giving permission to withdraw.  Again, Pelham 

replied that he could and would keep his post. 

From Maryeôs heights, the field glasses of Robert E. Lee were focused upon the lone 

Napoleon that was keeping up such a heroic fight against such heavy odds.  Lee inquired 

to whom the gun belonged.  On receiving word that it was John Pelham with Stuartôs 

horse artillery, Lee said, ñIt is glorious to see such courage in one so young.ò 

Only when his ammunition was expended and Stuart had sent a third message to 

withdraw did Pelham pull his exhausted men back to the Confederate lines.  He had 



 
 

delayed the Federal advance for more than an hour, giving Jackson the time he needed 

to prepare his infantry for the massive assault. 

Pelhamôs services were far from over, and he spent the remainder of that bloody day 

supporting Jacksonôs right flank with the fresh remnants of his horse artillery.  From 

that day onward, John Pelham was known as ñThe Gallant Pelham.ò 

Although Pelham was one of the most famous officers in Leeôs army, he was a 

consistent and humble Christian.  He had the youthful appearance of a boy, and his 

beardless cheeks would blush whenever he received praise.  He was the son of a medical 

doctor from Alexandria, Alabama.  His parents were firm Christians who raised their 

son to love the Lord Jesus and live by the Word of God.  Throughout his life, he carried 

with him a Bible given to him by  his Godly mother. 

John Pelham had been accepted at West Point and was very near his graduation 

when Alabama seceded from the Union in the spring of 1861.  He left West Point only 

two weeks before he would have graduated, and cast his lot with his native state.   

Joining the militia in Alabama, he had been sent to Virginia where he was 

commissioned as a lieutenant in the artillery.  His skill and discipline attracted the 

attention of James Ewell Brown Stuart, who requested that Pelham assist him in 

organizing a ñhorse artilleryò to be attached to his cavalry. 

John Pelham developed new artillery tactics in the course of the war, pioneering 

concepts that would later be embodied in tank warfare and in aerial bombardment.  He 

made his artillery fast and flexible , and his mounted artillery performed many daring 

feats in the battles around Richmond, in Stuartôs famous rides around the Union Army, 

in the Sharpsburg campaign, and most famously at the Battle of Fredericksburg.  

Throughout the war, he participated in o ver 60 engagements, gaining the admiration of 

his commanders and the love of his men. 

On March 17, 1863, John Pelham was mortally wounded in a minor cavalry skirmish 

at Kellyôs Ford.  Although his artillery was not engaged in the action, ñThe Gallant 

Pelhamò could not sit idly by while his cause was in danger.  His discerning eye detected 

a weakness in the Union position, and he drew his saber and called for the Confederate 

horsemen to follow him in a charge.  While leading his men forward, he was hit by a 

piece of shrapnel which penetrated his skull. 

Pelham was carried to a nearby home where he died only a few hours after receiving 

his wound.  JEB Stuart grieved over the fallen officer who had become, not only a 

trusted brother in arms, but a dear personal friend.  In his official order to his Cavalry 

Corps, Stuart said of Pelham, ñHis noble nature and purity of character is enshrined as a 

sacred legacy in the hearts of all who knew him.  He fell ï the noblest of sacrifices ï on 

the altar of his country.ò 

General Stuart sat down in his tent to write a personal letter to Dr. Pelham telling 

him of his personal admiration for his son, and offering the grieving father a warm 



 
 

testimony of his sonôs Christian faith.  He told Dr. Pelham, ñI attended church with him 

on the Sabbath preceding his death and marked his close attention to the Word.  Often I 

have seen him reading the Sacred Volume, and I doubt not in its sacred truths the young 

soldier found hope of a bright immortality above.ò 

John Pelhamôs body was taken to the Confederate Capitol in Richmond, where it lay 

in state as grieving men, women, and children came to pay their respects to the fallen 

hero.  A two-week funeral procession led through many of the Southern cities where 

multitudes came to the train stat ion to salute Major Pelham of Stuartôs Horse Artillery.   

It was a moonlit Saturday night in late March when the body finally came back to 

his parentsô home in Alabama.  As the procession entered the yard, the father and sister 

were crying and did not feel able to come out of the house.  It was the boyôs mother, Mrs. 

Pelham, who came out onto the porch to welcome her son home.  She directed that her 

boy be laid in the parlor, where the rays of the sun would shine through the window on 

his face as the Lordôs Day dawned. 

  
Drawn from John Pelham of Alabama by Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg, Leeôs Lieutenants by Douglas S. 

Freeman, and I Rode with JEB Stuart: The Life and Campaigns of J.E.B. Stuart  by Henry B. McClellan 

  

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON  
 

Submitted by Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 
 

Stephen Elliott  (1806ð1866) was the first Episcopal Bishop of Georgia.  Under his 

leadership, the Episcopal Church in Georgia was greatly strengthened.  He was a 

powerful preacher of the Gospel.  His sermons are a fine example of preaching Christ.  

He served as Senior Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Confederate States 

of America.  During the War he preached a number of influential sermons.  The sermons 

were political in the spirit of the sermons that were preached during the Revolutionary 

period, that is, the principles of the Gospel were brought to bear on the current 

situation.   

The following sermon is another excellent example of Elliottôs preaching ability.  It is 

from the posthumous collection, The Sermons of Stephen Elliott.  It is one of the finest 

collections of sermons that I have ever read.   

 



 
 

John the Baptist  

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and 

saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken 

of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye 

the way of the Lord, make his paths straight . ð S. MATTHEW iii. 1ð3 
 

It has struck me very forcibly, in studying the Bible and comparing it s prophecy with 

its narrative, that unless the essential Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was 

received as its orthodox teaching, a very grave charge might be brought against the 

whole Revelation,ða no less charge than that of directly plunging the sincere and the 

devout into the damning sin  of creatureðworship. I say of directly plunging; for a 

Revelation should be liable to this accusation, which, not intending that those who 

embraced it should receive its proffered Saviour as God, should yet invest him with all 

the glory with which it surr ounds and describes the Godhead. What could the 

Revelation, which we accept as from God, do more to mislead us upon this point (if it be 

not the truth), than it has done? What more than give Jesus Christ all the titles of God? 

What more than clothe Him wit h all the attributes of God? What more than separate 

Him, as it has done, from all human creatures and all angelic spirits, and place 

Him alongside of Jehovah as His fellow and His everlasting counsellor? What more than 

denounce all worship, save that of God, as idolatry, and not only permit but charge all 

things in Heaven and earth to worship Jesus?  All this is plainer even than so many 

direct affirmations of the fact; for it is interweaving the Name of Jesus so closely with 

that of Jehovah, that one cannot separate them, and must be guilty either of degrading 

Christ far below anything which a fair interpretation of the Scriptures will permit, or 

else of confounding God and Christ continually, in thought, word and worship, to the 

destruction of his soul. I t is impossible to do what the Bible commands us, impossible to 

worship as the Bible enjoins us to worship, impossible to administer and receive 

sacraments as the Bible arranges that they shall be administered and received, without 

being guilty of creatureðworship,ðif Jesus Christ be not God; without bringing upon us 

the curse of serving other gods,ðif our Redeemer, the Messiah of the Jews, the Christ of 

the Gospel, be not a Person of that Triune Godhead, which is the great mystery earth 

and Heaven.   

My text has led me naturally into this train of thought; for, in considering the 

prophetic and evangelic offices of John the Baptist (to which the Church especially 

directs our attention today), and using them as incitements to urge upon you repentance 

and faith as the proper preparations for the coming of Christ, it is necessary to observe 

how the Bible first exalts John the Baptist, and then how it exhibits him as humbling 

himself before Jesus Christ as his Lord and his God. 



 
 

As between the Old Testament and the New, with the exception of the Persons of the 

Godhead, John the Baptist is the only individual noted in prophecy. All the chosen 

servants of Christ under the Gospel were called after they had reached mature life; but 

nothing had been spoken of them before in Holy Writ. Not so with John the Baptist. 

Upon his birth and office and habits had holy men of old spoken as they were moved by 

the Holy Ghost. Isaiah had predicted him in those rich verses, ñThe voice of him that 

crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 

made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the 

glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of 

the LORD hath spoken it.ò  Malachi closes the volume of Old Testament inspiration with 

a prediction and description of him: ñBehold, I will send my messenger, and he shall 

prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 

temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 

saith the LORD of Hosts.ò  And again: ñBehold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before 

the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: and he shall turn the heart of the 

fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 

smite the earth with a curse.ò  And this at once places him above all the most exalted 

characters of the Scriptures, even supposing that there was nothing more to distinguish 

him from his brethren.  

But his birth and the inspired blessing of his father Zacharias betoken that a most 

wonderful personage was born into the world. His conception was  supernatural, seeing 

that his parents were both past age; and that conception was announced, as a special 

answer of God to prayer, by the mouth of an angel: ñFear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer 

is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be 

great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall 

be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his motherôs womb. And many of the children 

of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and 

power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.ò And when 

the miraculous birth has taken place, and the Spirit has filled Zacharias, he thus predicts 

the glorious career of his son: ñAnd thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 

Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; to give 

knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, through the tender 

mercy of our God.ò Of no human being were ever more glorious things than these 

spoken; upon no creature could be heaped more exalted offices. And when Jesus had 

occasion afterwards to speak of him, He says emphatically: ñVerily I say unto you, 

Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the 



 
 

Baptist.ò Abraham, though styled ñthe friend of God,ò was not greater. Moses, though 

permitted to speak face to face with God, was not greater. David, though the man after 

Godôs own heart, was not greater. And yet see in what relation the Bible places this 

mighty prophet, to  Jesus Christ. 

Even when honoring him  most, the Bible but gives him the place of a messenger or 

herald before some mightier Being that was to follow; and that Being is called ñThe Lord 

our God;ò and the day of His coming, that ñgreat and dreadful day of the Lord.ò And 

when the children were yet unborn, this babe leaped in his motherôs womb at the 

salutation of the mother of Jesus, leaped for joy; and his mother was filled with the Holy 

Ghost, and she spake out and said: ñBlessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of thy womb. And w hence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 

me?ò  And in the full tide of his popularity, when multitudes had flocked to his baptism; 

when the Pharisees and Sadducees, the bigots and skeptics of that day, had combined to 

do homage to him; when men were musing in their minds whether he were the Christ or 

no: he cumulates epithets to humble himself before Jesus. He is One mightier than him; 

One that is preferred before him. His baptism is of water: the baptism of Jesus Christ 

shall be with the Holy Ghost and with fire. He goes before merely to prepare the way: in 

the hand of Jesus is the fan, and He will thoroughly purge His floor. Mighty as he is,ð

foretold, announced by an angel in the Temple, filled with the Holy Ghost from his 

mother's womb, he is not worthy to unloose the latchet of the shoes of Jesus; nay, not 

worthy to bear them behind Him as He walks. How wonderful that all this humiliation 

should have no effect upon men to make them perceive the vast distance which the Bible 

has placed between the greatest of its prophets and Jesus Christ the Lord!   

If we examine the passages of the prophets which predict the coming of John, we 

shall find that in them which bears strongly upon the same point, ðthe Majesty of the 

Person whom John was to precede and herald. In that of Isaiah, the office of the Baptist 

is designated as that of one raised up to prepare the way of the Lord; for what purpose? 

That ñthe glory of the LORDò may ñbe revealed, and all fleshò may ñsee it together.ò  

What is this glory of the LORD? 

To us this term ñGlory of the LORDò may mean anything; but to the Jews, to whom 

Isaiah was writing, it was not so. In connection with His place of worship, it could have 

but one meaning,ðthe meaning that had been affixed to it under the Tabernacle and the 

first Temple. When Moses had finished all the work of the Tabernacle, and had set it up 

before the Lord, ñThen,ò says the inspired writer, ña cloud covered the tent of the 

congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.ò When all things were 

perfected in Solomonôs Temple, and all things had been arranged according to the 

pattern of the Lord, and the priests were come out of the Holy place, then the cloud 

filled the House of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to min ister because of 

the cloud: ñfor the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD.ò  



 
 

There can be no doubt, in either of these places, who it was that filled those houses 

with His glory. In Exodus, the context plainly indicates that it was the same B eing who 

had appeared to Moses upon the top of Sinai; who had overthrown Pharaoh and his 

hosts in the Red Sea; who had covenanted with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; who had set 

His bow in the cloud for the comfort of Noah; who had attempered the curse upon the 

earth in the garden of Eden with the promise of the Seed of the woman. In Kings, the 

Lord whose glory filled the House of the Lord was thus addressed by Solomon, just after 

the cloud had filled the Temple, in language which could never have been used, under 

the Theocracy, save to Jehovah: ñAnd Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the 

presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands towards heaven: 

and he said, LORD God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth  

beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with 

all their heart. But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of 

heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded?ò The term 

must be interpreted under the prophetic, as it was under the legal dispensation; and can 

refer, therefore, to none other in this passage, ñthat the glory of the LORDò shall be 

revealed, than to that revealed God who is everywhere in the Bible represented as 

distinct in Person from the concealed God, and yet identified with Him in titles, in 

power, in attributes.  

Such is the personage before whom John the Baptist was to go as a herald; before 

whom he was to prepare the way, and make straight the paths. No wonder that before 

such a Being he should humble himself even to the dust.  

In what manner, is our next inquiry, was John to prepare the way of the Lord? He 

himself explains it, and thus casts the clearest light upon the passages of the Prophets: 

ñRepent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,ò was the burden of his preaching. 

ñBring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance;ò for ñnow also the ax is laid unto the 

root of the trees.ò Repentance, for their sins personal and national, was what was 

necessary on the part of the Jews, to precede faith in their coming Messiah,ðin the 

establishment of that Church of the Gospel which is called, in the New Testament, ñThe 

Kingdom of Heaven.ò 

The same call, my beloved hearers, is that which the ministers and stewards of the 

Gospel make upon you now, in reference to the approaching Advent of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in human flesh. Every year, as it rolls its course, does the Church bring before us, 

in her seasons, the great events which together worked out our redemption; and just 

now does she call upon us to contemplate the Nativity of our Lord as the first 

manifestation of that ñgrace which bringeth salvation.ò  In view of its near approach do I 

say unto you, as John said unto the Jews, ñRepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.ò 



 
 

Repentance prepares us for the coming of our Lord, because it makes us dissatisfied 

with our own righteousness, and drives us to look out of ourselves for some justification 

before God. And this is evidently the meaning of John the Baptist, when he tells those 

who came out to his Baptism: ñThink not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to 

our father.ò Think no longer to place your justification in your national election, ñfor 

now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees,ò and every individual ñwhich bringeth 

not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.ò And this is the great object and 

end of preaching,ðto dissatisfy you with your own righteousness; to make you see it as 

God sees it; to tear you from every other refuge as a mere refuge of lies, that you may 

take hold of Christ as The Lord your Righteousness. So long as man can find anything to 

rest upon out of Christ, so long will he remain out of Christ: for such is his nature since 

the Fall, that he will believe any absurdity which demands not faith, rather than the 

power of God and the wisdom of God when it has to be received through faith. 

Repentance is the great theme of the Apostolic preaching. ñRepentò begins almost all 

their sermons. ñRepentò precedes every direction which they give to the inquiring 

crowds. ñRepentò opens the door to Baptism, to Church membership, to a participation 

in the Supper of the Lord. ñRepent ye, therefore,ò my hearers; and for this reason 

especially, because ñthe kingdom of heaven is at hand.ò Once again is Jesus Christ 

brought before you by the Church, and the mighty claims which He has upon your love 

and your devotion are presented to you. He is about to be manifested to you in that low 

estate which He put on for your sakes,  when, ñbeing in the form of God,ò and thinking 

ñit not robbery to be equal with God:ò He yet ñmade himself of no reputation, and took 

upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.ò He is about to act 

out before you that career of love and mercy which had its consummation in His 

becoming ñobedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.ò  He comes to finish the 

transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 

to bring in everlasting right eousness.  All this, my beloved hearers, would not have been 

undertaken for you, could you have worked out for yourselves any righteousness that 

would suffice you in the day of Godôs wrath;ðcould you have found any refuge to shield 

you, when ñjudgmentò should be laid ñto the line, and righteousness to the plummet.ò  

ñRepent ye:  pray the Holy Spirit, whose office it is, to convince you of sin, and to give 

you that view of your own righteousness, which shall make you cry in anguish of spirit, 

ñWhat shall I do to be saved?ò It is an awful sight to see a human creature resting in a 

righteousness which the Bible calls filthy rags; which the holiest men of old abjured as 

utterly insufficient for their necessities: when there is a perfect Righteousness, wrought 

out for him by Christ, which can be his when he may be made to see his own sin fulness 

and the glorious sufficiency of Christ. O fellow Christians, in view of this coming of the 

Kingdom of Heaven, let us unitedly beseech the God of love to pour down upon His 

Church the spirit of grace and of supplication, that the unbelieving may look upon Him 



 
 

whom they have pierced, and may mourn for Him as one mourneth for his only son, and 

may be in bitterness for Him as one that is in bitterness for his first born. ñRepent ye,ò 

all that profess not the Name of the Lord, for the prophet calls it ñthat great and dreadful 

day of the LORD;òðgreat and dreadful indeed, for it aggravates sin with the rejection of 

mercy, and brings down upon the impenitent the additional condemnat ion of having 

trampled underfoot the Blood of the son of God, and done despite to the Spirit of His 

grace.  

ñRepent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.ò What a call to you, members of 

the Church of Christ? Hear the words of Malachi: ñBehold, I will send my messenger, 

and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 

come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:  behold, he 

shall come, saith the LORD of Hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and 

who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refinerôs fire, and like fullerôs soap: 

and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 

and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 

righteousness. Are you ready, my hearers, for this Lord? Are you prepared for the 

refiner's fire? This Lord will come near to you to judgment, and will be a swift witness 

against all iniquity. How can you stand when He appeareth? Search and examine 

yourselves, ere it be too late, and see that you are in the faith. Prove your own selves! If 

you will not, God must prove you: and even though you stand in the day of His 

appearing, believe me that the trial of your faith, if you put Hi m upon it in this world, 

will be like passing through the fire; and the dross which shall be burnt away will be like 

the tearing  asunder of soul and body. When Christ sits as a refiner and purifier, He will 

not leave His work until He shall see His own im age reflected in you. Refine yourselves 

at once, therefore, lest He come upon you, and judgment be laid to the line Humble 

yourselves at once before. His awful appearing, and bring forth fruits meet for 

repentance. 

My beloved hearers, the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Oh, in how many senses! It 

is at hand, in that the Gospel circle is once again begun to be run in the Church. It is at 

hand, in that the means of grace are all around you, freely offered, freely dispensed. It is 

at hand, in that the Second Coming of our Lord is nearer than when ye believed. It is at 

hand, in that Death, which terminates our probation, is overhanging us at every 

moment. Under each and every one of these aspects, the cry is the same: ñRepent ye.ò 

Despise not the voice of warning, lest the Lord come upon you suddenly, like a thief in 

the night, and ye find no place for repentance, though ye seek it carefully, and with 

tears. 

 



 
 

 
 

 Book Review  

Jackson and the Preachers  
by John W. Schildt 
©1982, McClain Printing Company, 222 pp., paperback  
 

Reviewed by H. Rondel Rumburg  
 

John W. Schildt has been an educator and has been an ordained Methodist minister since 

1962. This author is now retired, but still preaches on occasion. Schildt’s interest in the War 

Between the States began in childhood. He has written a number of books of which Jackson and 

the Preachers now draws our attention. 

He dedicates this book to his boyhood pastors. On the back of the dedication page he records 

a quote from Dr. Moses Drury Hoge, which was elicited by the death of a friend. 
 

Among the great gifts that God has given to men is the gift of men; and among all the 

gifts with which God has enriched His church, one of the greatest has been the gift of 

consecrated men, for they are the instrumentalities by which the church has been moulded 

and prospered in all the generations of the world. 
 

One of the refreshing characteristics of this book is that the minister writer does give a positive 

view of the ministry and the ministers he writes about. Yes, it is refreshing not to read a hatchet 

job on the Christian ministry and the holy things of God. If you spend much time in modern 

literature, you know many writers inadvertently or directly try to discredit Christianity. Either 

they are very ignorant of theology and the Bible or they have allowed their innate depravity or 

political correctness to control their pen. For them it will be a fearful thing to fall into the hands 

of the holy God. 

As each of you astute readers have surmised the Jackson referred to in the title is none other 

than Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Schildt reached into the historic personages related to 

Jackson, who were in the ministry, and has selected nine men of God. Thus, there are nine fine 

and well researched essays on these men. These men were: 

Rev. Dr. J. William Jones who was Chaplain of Gen. A. P. Hill’s command. He had just 

finished seminary, just been called to his first church, just been married when the war broke out 

and he enlisted as a soldier in the 13th Virginia Infantry of which he became chaplain. Jones was 

the author of many books, but his Christ in the Camp is the ultimate history of the Chaplains 

Corps. 

Rev. Dr. George Junkin was Jackson’s first father-in-law but a staunch unionist. Junkin was 

the president of Washington College but resigned and moved north when the war came. 

Rev. Dr. William S. White was Jackson’s pastor at the Lexington Presbyterian Church. 

Jackson considered Pastor White as his spiritual commander and teacher. His beloved pastor 

would conduct his funeral during the war. 

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham, a pastor in Winchester, took the Jacksons into his home during 

the time Jackson camped in that area and Mary Anna visited him. Mrs. Jackson viewed her time 

in this manse as one of great joy. She grew up in a manse and her father was a minister. 



 
 

Rev. Dr. Moses Drury Hoge was a great boon to Jackson and his men. Hoge traveled during 

the dangers of war time to England to acquire Bibles, Testaments, and other Christian literature 

for the soldiers. He preached often in the Army of Northern Virginia and was Chaplain of Camp 

Lee, Virginia. 

Rev. Dr. Abner C. Hopkins who was the chaplain of the famous Stonewall Brigade or the 

2nd Virginia. Here was another who had Jackson’s fellowship and respect due to the love of 

Christ. 

Rev. Dr. Major R. L. Dabney was Jackson’s chief of staff for a while and was also Chaplain 

of the 18th Virginia Infantry. This gentleman made a great impact and became the first 

biographer of Jackson at the wish of Mrs. Jackson. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Tucker Lacy became Jackson’s chaplain and the Chaplain of the Second 

Corps. Lacy was greatly used during the Lexington revival and subsequently in the Confederate 

Chaplain’s Corps. They were friends before the war and during the war until Jackson’s death. 

Rev. Dr. James Power Smith was not a minister until after the war, but he was aide-de-camp 

to Jackson. He had attended seminary before the war and was headed into the Lord’s work. 

Smith married the niece of Chaplain Beverly Tucker Lacy. 

The volume has a bibliography and brief index. Anyone with an interest in good Christian 

biography, Southern history and the Chaplains Corps will greatly profit from this volume. This 

reviewer gives a hardy thanks to John W. Schildt for this fine volume with the hope he will give 

us more. 
 

   
 

 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  

The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee  
  

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.   To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier³s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glor ious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations.  

  



 
 

***** 

 Chaplain³s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition  

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplainôs Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
 

Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
 

The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


